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Sunday Masses: 
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Thursday 7:00PM 
Saturday 9:00AM 
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 CONFESSIONS:  ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  
 Saturday 3:00-3:45PM 4th Sunday of the Month 
 Thursday 6:30PM After 11:30AM Mass 

Call Parish Office for information regarding Sacraments of Baptism and Marriage 



               Homily Rerun:  January 22, 2017 - Fr.  Bill  

                                          Is 8:23-9:3  /  1 Cor. 1:10-13, 17  /  Mat 4:12-23   
 

                                     A Light That Shines In Darkness  
 

In our first reading today Isaiah tells us: òUpon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has 
shone. You [God] have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing.ó Since the elections 
there has been abundant gloom in our land and the rejoicing seems more like gloating rather 
than the joy of the Lord.   

In our second reading St Paul tells us: òé that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
united in the same mind and in the same purpose.ó  Indeed the divisions that have separated us have manifested as 
bitter and ugly hatred in so many ways that there seems to be no light on the horizon. 

Todayõs Gospel presents Jesus calling us to follow Him in repentance and in discipleship. 

A large swath of our political and social environment today use hate as a political tactic or weapon. If you wonõt share 
in the hate you will become an object of it. This is what Jesus foretold when He said that the world would hate us if 
we follow Him, Who is Love. Hate cannot tolerate the presence of love; evil cannot tolerate the presence of good; 
falsehood cannot tolerate the presence of truth.  

All hate is sin; and all sin is hate in some way. In the parable of the sheep and the goats Jesus mentions only helping 
the needy as a condition for going to heaven and apathy toward the needy as the reason for going to hell. Apathy is a 
form of hatred. 

Hatred never brings healing or health. Hatred never delivers life. It delivers only death. The offspring of hatred is 
stillborn and hangs like an albatross around the necks of those who have given themselves over to intimate 
communion with hatred. 

The last book of the Bible, Revelation, deals with this in a way that roots us in joyful hope no matter what we face or 
how bad it may be. It uses vivid imagery to portray the mortal combat between love and hate, good and evil, truth and 
falsehood. In the mortal combat for your soul there is no neutral ground, no compromise. No one is exempt. There is 
no truce, no cease-fire, no armistice. There are no ôsafe zones.õ 

However, in the Book of Revelation there is also no reason for fear or anxiety. Jesus has already won the war. We are 
engaged in battles which we can win or lose, but we are engaged in a war which is already won. If we follow Jesus in 
repentance and discipleship, we are on the winning side of a war which cannot be lost. We can throw away the victory 
but it cannot be taken from us.  

This last word of the Bible is an amazing message of unwavering, joyful hope.  

How can I be sure I am following Jesus and not some charlatan caught up in his own arrogance and deceit (possibly 
myself)? Jesus promised to send His Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth. This gift of the Holy Spirit is realized in the 
Magisterium of the Church through, with and in which Jesus interprets both Scripture and Tradition  for 
application in our daily lives. 

There are those who reject the authority of Christ by setting themselves as the standard for interpreting Scripture and 
Tradition. Some in this church right now hold their opinion over and above the Spirit-guided teaching of the Catholic 
Church. When I arrogate infallible (i.e. papal) authority to myself, following Jesus is easy. I donõt have to conform my 
life to the demands of the Gospel. I simply interpret the demands of the Gospel to conform to my lifestyle. Doing 
your own thing sells in America. When I label this as Christian I deceive myself in thinking that I am following Jesus 
while actually rejecting Him to follow my own ways and whims.  

Clinging to the magisterial teachings and interpretations of Scripture and Tradition guarantees that I am following 
Jesus in repentance and in discipleship. 

January 29, 2016 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Visit us at òwww.princeofpeaceormond.comó 

Offertory (budget): 1/22/2017 $13,200.00 Year to date budget: $416,300.00 

Offertory (actual): 1/22/2017 $12,527.73 Year to date actual: $418,592.80 

Weekly (Deficit): 1/22/2017 ($672.27) Year to date surplus: $2,292.80 

LAST WEEKõS OFFERTORY 

As each one has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another as 
good stewards of God's varied 
grace"  
(1 Pt 4:10) 

Town Hall Meetings! 
Social Services Phase II  

Monday, January 30  
10:00 AM & 7:00 PM 

and 
Sunday, February 5 

12:45 PM 

In the Parish Hall 
 
Join us in the Hall for one of three parish town hall 
meetings to discuss the plans and options for our 
Like New Shop expansion, Adoration Chapel & 
Social Services building.  We are asking you, our 
parishioners, to attend one of these meetings 
to  give us your input and thoughts. Your input 
is important and necessary! 

 

Z  Ralph E. Flemming 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and perpetual light shine upon them.   

May the souls of all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Our Parish Family mourns the passing of 

NEW SEASONS OF HOPE  
BEREAVEMENT GROUP 

Starts Saturday, February 4th @ 10:00 am 

COME AND BE COMFORTED - If the death of a 
loved one has left you searching for God in your 
grief, the new six weeks Season of Hope group that 
begins at 10 am on Saturday, February 4th,  is for 
you.  Join us for a unique Christ-centered support 
group based on Catholic traditions.   

Check out the brochures at the church entry 
or www.PrinceofPeaceOrmond.com.  Call Joan at  
492-4135 to reserve your seat and booklet. 

Friday, February 3rd at 7:30 am Mass 
Blessing of the Throats 

Celebrate the Feast of Saint Blaise 

Before being martyred, he is said to have healed a boy who 
was choking.  We pray in a special way on his feast day for 
protection from afflictions of the throat and from other  
illnesses.  The blessing of Saint Blaise is a sign of our faith 
in God�¶s protection and love for us and for the sick. 

God wants us to live in òabundant joy and great 
rejoicing.ó To make this possible He sent us His Son, 
Jesus the Christ. Jesus is the light that shines in, and 
that cannot be overcome by, the darkness of sin and 
death. He invites us to follow Him in the repentance 
which rejects sin and evil, and in the discipleship which 
transforms us by and into the light of the world.   

Homily Rerun continued... 

http://www.princeofpeaceormond.com/
tel:492-4135

