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February 5, 2017 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time |

Homily Rerun: January 29, 201-7/Fr. Seno

My dear friends in Christ, last week Jesus called His first disciples, men who would
followers, those who would continue His work after Him. He called Peter, Andrew, Ja
and John to help Him spread this Good News. Before he chose them, these men
fishermen but he turned them into fishers of men and wadrhan.is to say from now on
they will fish men and women for Jesus. This is an indication that each of us as Christiar
use whatever we do as profession or the gifts we possess to bring others to Christ.
Today, being the fourth Sunday of the year, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gave to
whom he called for the spread of the Good News of His Kingdom a special instructiol
special teaching called the Eight Beatitudes or the Great Law.

We all learned these eight beatitudes by heart during our early school days, let us hope, we all take them to
put them into practice. Our world has changed a lot since our Lord proclaimed these words of divine wisc
Galilee, but unfortunately, for the vast majority of mankind, life on this world is still a struggle against pc
privation and persecution. In this respect it has changed very little, if at all, for the greater part of the human ra
The early Christians suffered tortures and death for professing the faith of Christ, but they felt privileged to b
on to imitate their divine master. Today, there are millions of Christians who are suffering for their faith, even
difficult persecutions, for Him.

To all of these, to the poor, the despised, the persecuted, Christ gave the promise of an eternal reward on v
would repay a thousafald the shoHived sufferings of this life. It was this promise that gave the strength to
many, and is still giving the strength to thousand, to persevere in their faith and in their trust in God, no matte
their earthly lot maybe.

While consoling the underprivileged, Christ has positive command for those of his followers who are in a pos
carry them out. o0Blessed are the merciful, 06 he se
suffering and needy fellowmen and women, can rest assured that God will be merciful to them, when they m
on their judgement day.

The contrary is equally true and certain. The man or woman who shuts his eyes and his heart to the hur
oppressed, the naked among his fellowmen and women need not, and cannot, expect mercy and forgiveness
or she has to render an account of his or her |
examine our consciences more closely

The second command which would do so much to make life on this earth more tolerable for all, if only all Chi
and all other men and women of gonadkwirlsl. 6cdahri edsi
and women of all creeds and colors desire peace. They hate war, which brings nothing but misfortune and s
to all sideslfonlythepeacke ovi ng peopl e of the earth could make
so much easier for all. Christians, should give their lead here: it is Christ himself who told us that it is one
principal means to happiness, not only in the next life but in this presktie Ifte. all of us has enough of sadness,
trials and catastrophes without adding the man made sufferings and afflictions of war.

You may ask, what can | do? You can begin by eradicating from your own heart every racial, national ¢
prejudices. You can spread this leaven among your fellowmen and women, whenever you associate with tt
can become active in forming and promoting a just societies for national and international peace.

My dear friends, i n summary, as Christians our w
are telling us that if we want to be followers of Jesus we must be Mienbheist realize that it was from our
nothingness that God chose us into the exalted position of being called His children. That means that without |
are nothing.Therefore, for us to remain relevant in Him we are to allow God to continue to fill us up, and we
empty ourselves before Him. We shall never possess a true happiness if we are so concerned about our pos
job and riches that we forget about God.

Let us pray Heavenly Father, dispose our hearts to true happiness and also help us to realize our nothingne
us the grace to always seek the correct ways of being happy and of making our fellow men and women happy
never be a source of unhappiness and sadness in our families, in our communities, in our country and in ot
Amen.
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Do you want to get more
involved in your parish?

All  ministries and organizations of
Prince of Peace parish will be hosting a
ministry fair on the weekend
of February 11 -12th after all the
weekend masses in the parish hall. We
will have free food, refreshments,
games, and prizes for the participants.
Walk the path of a disciple of Jesus by
finding ways to serve others though What is it?
your parish community. All are

Praise and W

welcome! Small Gr at Food,
LEVELA Adorahon
Mass, Jesus.

"The Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and offer his
life as a ransom for

many." Mark 10:45

All _ministries of the parish must
register for the Ministry Fair . Please
contact Rigo Vega at 386 -672-5272 or
you can also e -mail him at
dre@princeofpeaceormond.org.
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Visit us at www.princeofpeaceormond.com |
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